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National identity and local identities – or cultures – do not always converge. Often we see clashes between cultures in postcolonial societies, where the dominant culture of the colonisers has been imposed upon the local population, denying this population their indigenous culture and identities. Recently the right to self-determination and an interest in enhancing local and indigenous cultures have permeated the state’s civilizing and modernizing processes. In post-modern society culture and identity are important in political struggles and discourse. The processes of identity formation in contemporary Bolivia will be analysed by using the notion of “hybridity” defined as constant articulation of differing cultural discourses. Culture and identities are continually contested and reformulated according to power structures and political discourse. Today culture and identity based on indigenous way of life is not regarded as something negative, as it was previously in Bolivian history. After independence from Spain indigenous cultures and identities were facing a modernization and “civilization” process where the new independent Bolivian state aimed at creating Bolivian citizens, rejecting the multicultural society as it was (and still is). This has changed in recent policies of the last 20 years and is visible in the election of Bolivia’s first indigenous president in 2005.
The paper will discuss whether national and local identity formation are contradictory or whether identity formation is hybrid, indicating that both local indigenous culture and identity and a (neoliberal) form of modernity are used in creating national and local identities.

